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1 June 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

REFERRENCE: Very sensitive memo noting the possibility
of ths employment of ZAC B-523 for satursation
attack on a suspected Viet Cong concentration
north and vest of the South Vidioamese town
of Eomtum

SUBJECT : Probeble reactions to this attack with special
reference to the employment of JAC B52s nst
airfielde in the DRV. (See our SNIE 10-6-55 --
which will be before the USIE tomorrow, )

1. A SAC homvy bomber strike om suspeet ¥C concen-
tations morthwest of Xontum {in South Vietzam) which
occurred after s 3AC rald on airfields in the Hanoi-
Exiphong srea of North Vietmam would produce relatively
1ittle sdéditional reaction from Hanol, Peliping, or Moscow
over and above &ket slreedy produced By the atrike om
these sensitive Sorth Vietnamese tsrgets, though there
would slmoet certainly be some supplementary propaganda

outery over this fresh evidence of "imperialist aggeession.™

2. If such a SAC strike on targets within South
Vietnam occurred before BAC had been employed agaimst
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targets north of the 17Tth Parallel, the resction pleture
would be a 1little éifferemt, US sircraft (doth land and
esrrier Based) sre slready eonducting imtensive bombing
missions within South Vietnam, however, so even here the
nev iagredient would not be the mature of the target

or the severity of the bombardment but, almply, the

fact of SAC's participation. The SAC flight from

wase to target (and any coacomitast increase in SAC's
world-vide readiness posture) would probably produce
some short-term heightening of tenslion the mature and
impact of vhich would depend in Jarge measure on hov
soon the Communists picked up evidemce of SAC's mission
and hov Peiping and, especially, Moscov resd BAC's over-
all intent.

3., After the raid, there would probakly be increases
apprehension in Peiping and esppcially Hostow that this
use of U8 strategilc forces foreshadowsd a gensral escalstion.
Buch epprehension would be shared in a number of Free World
capitals {e.g., Parls, Loodon, Fome, and Tokyo) where
press comment would be extensive and gonerally hostile,
and some adverse reacticn at the govermmentsl level would
almost certainly be registered.
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i, The reid itself, though it might tomporarily
disrupt VC tactlcal plsns, would have no particular
affect on taelr military strategy or their busic time-
table. It wmight, however, heighten the urgency of
Banoi's requests to Peiping snd Moseow for sir defense
support. Such & rald would almost certainly prompt
pev Commuaist propagands warnings and vould probably
impel some Western countries (e.g., France and peraaps
the UK) to step up ¢iplomatic activity designed to

promote early megotiations.

FOR THE BOARD OF NATIOBAL BETINATES:

SEZIMAS EENT
Chatlraen

SESSITIVE
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